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Film Festival Turns 24
by Gregor Smith

T

he annual Maine International Film
Festival 2021 will present this year 18 new
feature films, two remastered classics, and
four collections of shorts. Included in those totals
are three Maine features and two compilations of
Maine shorts. Whereas this year’s MIFF is its
24th, it is a fitting coincidence that the sum of the
features plus the shorts programs comes to 24.
Screenings will take place from Friday, July 9 to
Sunday, July 18, at the Waterville Opera House, at
Railroad Square Cinemas in Waterville, at the
Skowhegan Drive-In, and online.
Each of the features is a premiere of some sort
(Maine, New England, Eastern U.S., North

American, World) and documentaries dominate.
Fully two thirds of the new features are non-fiction — so many that we will enumerate them in a
separate article. While it may not possible for any
one person to see all the features and shorts this
year’s festival, a dedicated filmgoer will be able
to see most.
The festival opens at 6:30 p.m. Friday, July 9, at
the Opera House with the New England premiere of Nine Days, in which a mysterious man —
is he God? — watches various people around the
world on old-style TV sets. When one of them
dies, he selects, interviews, and tests several candidates over nine days to take the dead person’s
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place. Only one will be chosen; the rest will cease
to be. The MIFF website calls the film “a deeply
imaginative, heartfelt and contemplative story of
unborn souls trying to make their way to
earth…” Nine Days will have a second screening
on Tuesday at 7:30 in Railroad Square’s Cinema 2.
The first Maine film will debut the following
night at the Opera House at 7:00. Fighting Indians
will be of particular, local interest, as it deals with
the controversy over the mascot at Skowhegan
Area High School, the last school in Maine to
drop its Native American figurehead. The twohour documentary will have its second screening
Monday at 8:30 at the Skowhegan Drive-In.
Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1
The other two Maine features are both dramas,
one shot in Maine and the other set here. The former, The Bride in a Box, is a quirky ghost story
about a young girl and her parents who vacation
in a Maine coast house, where a mysterious,
locked trunk lies at the end of a corridor. What is
in that trunk, and is the girl somehow in communication with it? The latter film, The Catch, is a
thriller about a woman who returns to her
estranged lobstering family and conspires with
her ex-boyfriend to hijack a drug shipment,
thereby putting all their lives at risk. The Bride in a
Box screens Tuesday at 3:00 and Thursday at 7:00,
both times in Railroad Square’s Cinema 1, as well
as Wednesday at 8:30 at the Skowhegan Drive-In.
The Catch will be shown Monday, July 12, at 8:30
at the drive-in and the next night at 7:00 in
Cinema 1.
As noted above, there will be two programs of
Maine Shorts this year, instead of the customary
one. Maine Shorts I comprises four biographies
totaling roughly 76 minutes. Their subjects are
artist and political activist Natasha Mayers, a 66year-old man who is leaving the island where he
has lived and worked most of his life, a formerly
Amish farmer and woodworker who is now
shunned by the community whose strict beliefs
he no longer shares, and a “Mainer of color
[whose story] makes clear how pointless,
destructive, and heartbreaking longterm incarceration almost always is.”
The seven films in Maine Shorts II are harder
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Fighting Indians

to classify. Ranging from 3 to 18 minutes, three of
these shorts are animated, three have live action,
and one combines both. Noteworthy in this set
are “Waltz in Time” and “Chloe and the Five
Elements,” Gordon LePage’s third and fourth
clay animations about Chloe, an introverted girl
who frequently get carried away on flights of
fancy. His second Chloe film, “Say Cheese,” was
one of last year’s Maine Shorts, and his first,
“Three/Four,” came to MIFF in 2019. One can
stream both of the earlier Chloe shorts at
www.lepagecreatives.com.
One can watch Maine Shorts I on Saturday,
July 10, at 3:00 at Railroad Square in Cinema 1
and Maine Shorts II a day later at the same time
in the same room. One can see all the Maine
shorts together on Tuesday, starting at 8:30 at the
Skowhegan Drive. The two shorts programs will

return to Railroad Square
on Saturday, July 17, with
Maine Shorts I at 3:30 in
Cinema 2 and Maine
Shorts II at 7:30 in
Cinema 1. Finally, following the initial screening
of each set of shorts, one
can watch the set online
for the rest of the festival.
(Go to www.miff.org for
more information about
online viewing.)
There will be two
other programs of shorts:
Transitions Shorts and From Away Shorts.
According to Saidah Russell, curator of
Transitions Shorts, “These stories of individuals
and communities encountering shifts in space,
perception, self, and time illuminate the complex
and varied ways we navigate transition, and the
new realities we discover within the in-between.”
They include tales of a mortician’s son who
learns about grief after a night out turns violent, a
group of Central American mothers seeking their
children who vanished while traveling to the
United States, a debutante who grapples with her
sexual identity, and undocumented immigrants
recently deported from the U.S. and now working in call centers in Mexico to serve customers in
the U.S. One can watch the seven films Saturday,
July 10, at 7:30 in Railroad Square’s Cinema 2, 48
hours later in the same room, and online
Continued on page 15...
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T

here are tales in Belgrade of storms past - hurricanes with names that
brought fear and destruction, that were predicted approaching, covered a broad path for hours and left memories for future generations to
absorb.
The storm of 2021 was different, a swift one that came up unpredictably,
wrecked havoc quickly and left a mess in a very narrow corridor - the
Village of Belgrade Lakes. And, it didn't even have a name - a public one
anyway.
Although the storm could be described as horrifying and the response,
as always with Belgrade Fire and Rescue, impressive, it was the clean-up
that was the real show. The Village teemed with CMP trucks, tree removal
trucks, cranes, wood chippers and workmen who made it all look simple as
they swung in the air to cut off branches, carried limbs and trunks to waiting trucks and returned this tourist destination to scenic peace - minus
quite a few trees.

Green Certified Wood,
Seasoned & Ash
Cut, Split & Delivered

853 Civic Center Drive, Augusta, ME 04330

4

July 9 - July 15, 2021

Calendar
The saga of 2021 events continues: last
minute additions, changes to be discovered
upon arrival, phone and web information
understandably outdated, and certain reopenings pushed into fall. What’s an event
seeker to do? Just enjoy “going out;” enjoy
seeing other people going out even more.
Enjoy the drive - there’s sure to be beautiful
scenery. Enjoy the destination - there’s sure
to be food in the area, an ice cream stand, a
farm stand, a park with a picnic table, an
access to a lake, a view, an historic downtown with shops and window shopping.....
Check out the outings listed below....
Wednesday 7/7 through Saturday 7/10 - “Mid Summer,”
474-7176, Lakewood Summer Theater, Route 201,
Madison.
Friday 7/9 through Sunday 7/18 - Maine International
Film Festival, miff.org, Railroad Square Cinema,
Waterville Opera House, Skowhegan Drive-In.
Friday 7/9 and every Friday - Farmington Farmers’
Market, 10 am-1 pm, parking lot near Better Living
Center, Front Street, Farmington.
Friday 7/9 - Summer Celebration for the Belgrade Lakes

Watershed, reconnect with old friends and meet new
neighbors, hear about watershed protection from Dr.
Whitney King of Colby College, RSVP by 7/1 at
www.7lakesalliance.org, 5-7 pm, Pine Tree Camp, 114
Pine Tree Camp Road, Rome.
Friday 7/9 and every Friday in July and August Historic Johnson Hall’s Free Waterfront Concerts, 7/9 Pat
Colwell & Soul Sensations 6-7:30 pm, on the Kennebec
River, Gardiner.
Friday 7/9 - The Kneeling Art Photography Project &
LumenARRT! MIFF Opening Night Event, 9 pm, live
music, impactful photography and projections on the
facade of City Hall, Castonguay Square, downtown
Waterville.
Saturday 7/10 and Sunday 7/11 - 51st Annual State
Appaloosa Horse Show future shows 7/16-18 and 7/2325, covered arena, concessions, free to public,
Fairgrounds, Route 201, Skowhegan.
Saturday 7/10 and every Saturday - Skowhegan Farmers’
Market, 9 am-1 pm, Somerset Gristmill, corner of Court
and High Streets, Skowhegan.
Saturday 7/10 - Are You Buff Enough?Get LakeSmart
Workshop, virtual, 9-11 am, North Pond Association.
www.NorthPondMaine.org.
Saturday 7/10 and Sunday 7/11 - Fairfield Historical
Society Quilt Show, 11 am-5 pm, antique guilts, new

quilts, lunches, snacks, suggested donation $5, Victor
Grange Hall, 144 Oakland Road, Fairfield Center.
Saturday 7/10 - Community Art Activism Workshop, 1
pm, strategies to use activism art and set a course for
social change, 18 Main Street, Waterville.
Saturday 7/10 through Sunday 7/18 - The Kneeling Art
Photography Project & LumenARRT! Exhibition &
Photobook, 1-5 pm, Photos of Mainers from all backgrounds taking a knee in support of anti-racist action in
their communities, photographs made as guests take a
knee, Castonguay Square, Waterville.
Sunday 7/11 and every Sunday - Belgrade Lakes Farmers
Market, 9 am-2 pm, 7 Lakes Alliance, Main Street,
Belgrade Lakes.
Monday 7/12 - Waterville Rocks Free Concert, 5:30 pm,
Head of Falls, Waterville.
Monday 7/12 - Star Party with John Meader of Northern
Stars Planetarium, sharing is knowledge of stars, planets
and the Milky Way, 10:30 pm, bring your own binoculars,
Welcome Center, Quarry Road Trails, Waterville.
Tuesday 7/13 and every Tuesday - Early morning paddle
on Great Pond, 7 am, canoes, kayaks and paddleboards
available, no fee, The Center for All Seasons, Route 27,
Belgrade Lakes.
Tuesday 7/13 - Tinkergarten - Outdoor Playtime, 495-3508,
Continued on page 10...

152 Fairﬁeld St
Oakland, ME 04963
207-465-3007
www.treespiritsofmaine.com

We’d love to show you how
good locally sourced and
produced wines and spirits
can taste. Join us for tastings
Wednesday through Saturday.
Also scheduling private tastings
and hosting small events.
Tree Spirits ~ Locally sourced,
internationally recognized
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Take It Outside

L

ast week, Mother Nature reminded us all
how much power she can generate sometimes and how quickly she can change things up
without warning. After a couple of extremely hot
days early in the week, a violent, midweek thunderstorm spawned a microburst with winds in
excess of 90 mph that was pretty much centered
on Belgrade Lakes Village. The storm caused
extensive damage, taking down many large trees
that landed on houses, power lines, and a few
vehicles, causing at least one serious injury. These
intense weather events can also affect water quality in our lakes, rivers, and streams. Significant
precipitation events usually result in large erosion events that can add significant sediment
loads when Mother Nature uses her pressure
washer instead of her normal gentle rain that
infiltrates slowly while removing contaminants.
Typically, “The First Flush” is especially contaminated as it often contains a lot of dust, grease,
oils, etc., that is washed off impermeable surfaces
such as roofs or pavements. High winds stir up
the lake and can change both temperature stratification and currents, as well as causing large
waves that cause additional shoreline erosion.
Ongoing water quality monitoring programs
coordinated by 7-Lakes Alliance and Lake
Stewards of Maine (former Maine Volunteer Lake
Monitoring Program (VLMP)) are in place to help
document changes to our water quality and better understand how to protect our water quality.
I am both an invasive plant and water quality
monitoring volunteer for these programs. While
there is a certain amount of altruism involved,

Water Quality Monitoring has Rewards
by Pete Kallin

there is also a great deal of self-interest and
opportunities for other potential rewards. When
it was 95 degrees (F) and humid, early in the
week, it was a pleasure to don my snorkeling
gear and spend several hours doing my “Adopta-Shoreline (see: https://www.7lakesalliance.org
➥/milfoil ) patrols in the comfortable 75 degree
(F) water. Not only was I protecting Long Pond
from invasive aquatic plants, but I was also getting an in-depth look at all the weed beds in my
cove and finding out which ones had fish, turtles,
Smallmouth bass searching for some food.
and other aquatic life associated with them. The
golf balls, empty beer cans (worth a nickel
apiece!), and lost fishing lures I collected were an
added bonus. While doing these patrols, it is
especially fun to turn over a rock or some bottom
debris and capture a crayfish (often they come
with the empty beer cans) to carry along for a bit
until I spot a decent size smallmouth bass. As the
bass and I stare at each other, I slowly extend my
hand with the crayfish and release it. Almost
always, the crayfish swims away from me and is
immediately attacked and swallowed by the
bass. I am always amazed by the speed and accuracy of the bass in nailing the crawdad. I then
make a mental note to come back later in my boat
with a flyrod and a fly that is a crayfish imitation.
Lake Stewards of Maine (LSM), is statewide
lakes nonprofit is that trains, certifies and provides technical support to hundreds of volunWater Quality Test Site.
teers who monitor a wide range of indicators of
water quality, assess watershed health and func- the longest-standing state-wide citizen lake montion, and screen lakes for invasive aquatic plants itoring program in the U.S., as well as one of the
and animals. Formed in 1971, Maine’s VLMP is
Continued on page 6...

1474447 - Quaint 2 BR lakeside cottage in
desirable condominium community on
Messalonskee Lake. Enjoy lake views and
beautiful sunsets from your screened
porch. Recently updated and ready for you
to enjoy next Spring! Easy three season
living, just minutes to downtown Oakland.
By laws are available upon request.
$255,900

1497287 - Ideal location location location not
far from Maine General, close to amenities and
I-295 not far from Augusta or Waterville with
Belgrade & Oakland right down the road.
Perfectly mature, well landscaped yard, newer
paved driveway & generator to stay. Cape style
home with 3-4 bedrooms located on a deadend street on 1.2 acres. Front deck 16x8 and
16x22 back deck off kitchen is perfect for entertaining! 520 Sq. Ft. 2 car garage with direct
entry. Primary suite with jacuzzi tub, full walk
out basement, newer kitchen cabinets and
washer & dryer to stay. $315,455
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Luna Moth

Call of the Loon

Glorious green-winged Luna Moth
Has but a week to live
To find a mate and reproduce
A mother's life so sweet and brave

L

ast week we talked about “What is a Loon
Territory?” which apparently was very well
received to the extent that many of our loon volunteers have noted a recent increased presence of
“rubber-neckers” around our nesting loons. We
all understand and appreciate that folks all want
to see “the nest” but, as stated earlier, our loons
need their privacy and security even more during
their nesting phase. But unfortunately, there are
those few individuals that want to look right into
the nest which will invariably flush the bird and
possibly result in a failed nest. So please, give
our feathered friends their space and it’s always
best to observe their activities with a good pair of
binoculars.
This is prime nesting time and actually, it is a
bit late. Historically, our Belgrade loons hatch
their offspring on or about the 4th of July but this
year, even with the early ice out, all but one nest
is running late. The answer at this point is anyone’s guess. As of this writing we do have two
pairs of chicks and two singles which is a good
start with five other nests in the oven sort to
speak!
If you have a particular question regarding
our Belgrade loon population, please email your
inquiry to: info@blamaine.org and we will try to
answer your question either in this column or via
email.
Dick Greenan, Chairman,
BLA Loon Preservation Project

Tarrying too long 'neath the lamppost
Drawn by the soft warm light
She was easy prey, a midnight snack
For the bats that fly by night
2021 Long Pond island nest

Her pale green wings are still now
Tattered and tossed on the lawn
A tragic end, "what might have been...”
Her task undone -- she's gone
• Like spiders, once she lays her eggs, she dies.

2021 Great Pond Loon Family

Un-banded adult loon coming in for a landing in
Long Pond’s Beaver Cove

Luna Moth on our Birch tree. Great Pond 6/15/21
Kay Overfield

...Continued from page 5
largest, with more than 1,200 active volunteers monitoring more than 500
lakes statewide. On behalf of the Belgrade Lakes Association (BLA) Water
Quality Committee, I collect dissolved oxygen (DO) and temperature profiles every two weeks at Water Quality Test Sites (marked by an orange and
white buoy) in the deepest parts of both Upper and Lower Long Pond.
After review by LSM these data are entered into the Lakes of Maine
Database (www.lakesofmaine.org ). That information not only helps monitor lake conditions and provides independent Quality Assurance (QA) for
data gathered by Colby College and 7-LA, but gives me insight into where
the fish (especially salmon and trout) will be hanging out. Hint: depth at
which temperatures are between 55- and 65-degrees F and oxygen levels
greater than 4 mg/L. This depth changes throughout the year and the fish
will move until they find it. If they can’t find it, they will not survive in the
lake.
I was out taking profiles the day after the storm, and as I moved between
test sites, I spotted a school of alewives at the right depth for trout. I happened to have my flyrod rigged with a sinking tip line and a fly that resembled an alewife (White Zonker). I cast out and let the fly sink to the
appropriate depth and brought it in twitching it slowly. I was quickly
rewarded with nice 45-cm (about 18”) Rainbow Trout. A highlight this
week was the appearance of at least three loon chicks on Long Pond. The
new generation is beginning to appear at all the lakes in the area and it is a
special time to watch the parents nourish their young and teach them to
survive on their own. Bring a pair of binoculars so you don’t get too close.
I will be talking more about loons in a couple of weeks after the annual loon
count on July 17th.
This area offers some great outdoor recreation, whether you like to hike,
bike, birdwatch, fish, sail, or paddle a canoe or kayak. Pick up a map of the
local trails at Day’s Store or from the 7 Lakes Alliance at the Maine Lakes
Resource Center (MLRC). Individual trail maps can be downloaded from
the 7-Lakes web site at: https://www.7lakesalliance.org/trailsystem .
Also, please check the 7-LA webpage for details on upcoming interesting

Tools of the trade: WQ Meter, Secchi disk, Aquascope, and nice Rainbow Trout
caught by fishing at the right depth in the temperature-oxygen profile.

events scheduled this summer (https://www.7lakesalliance.org/ ). Next
week will feature a set of hikes that will explore how Belgrade Lakes has
changed over the past 200 million years. On July 14th, Geologist Mel Croft
will show you how to “read the rocks” to understand how geological forces
and glaciers have shaped the landscape and, on the 16th, I will discuss concepts of ecological succession and explain how pioneering lichens, plants,
fish, and animals (including Homo sapiens) gradually transformed Mel’s
bare rocks and melted ice water into the teeming-with-life forests and lakes
we enjoy today. And make sure you take a kid along on your next outdoor
adventure.
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Documentaries Dominate at
This Year’s MIFF
by Gregor Smith
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• VOTED BEST OF MID MAINE
• THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT
• DISCOVER THE GEM THAT IS HATHAWAY MILL
• ANTIQUES, SISTER SHOP TO
• CABOT MILL ANTIQUES!!
Open Wed. - Sun. 10am-5pm
Closed Mon. & Tues.
Air Conditioned
HATHAWAY MILL ANTIQUES
10 Water Street, Waterville, ME 04901

207-877-0250
Like us on Facebook & Follow us on Instagram!

info@hathawaymillantiques.com
www.hathawaymillantiques.com

The Seeker

B

esides Fighting Indians, this year’s MIFF includes a wealth of other documentaries. They are listed
in the order of their initial screenings. The film descriptions are shortened versions of those that
appear on MIFF’s website, and all quotations are from that site.
• The Self Portrait is a haunting documentary about Lene Marie Fossen, a gifted Norwegian photographer who documented her severe anorexia through her photographs. (Sat., 3:30, RR2 and
Thurs., 7:30, RR2)
• Frank and funny, Rebel Dykes explores the lesbian and transgendered women’s subculture of
1980s London. (Sat., 7:00, RR1 and Thurs., 3:00, RR1)
• Ailey is a biography of groundbreaking, gay, African-American choreographer and dance company founder Alvin Ailey. (Sun., 3:30, RR2 and Thurs., 7:00, WOH)
• Roadrunner: A Film About Anthony Bourdain celebrates the late celebrity chef whose “out
size[d] personality, insatiable curiosity, and passion for food, travel, and culture tapped into a
deeper humanity…” (Sun., 7:00, WOH)
• Sapelo follows two brothers as they come of age in the last enclave of the Saltwater Geechee
people on an island off the coast of Georgia. (Mon., 3:00, RR1; Sat., July 17, 7:00, RR1; and
online)
• Truth to Power: Barbara Lee Speaks for Me follows the career of the congresswoman from
Oakland, California, a dogged and outspoken champion for social justice and the sole member
of the House to vote against the resolution authorizing military force after the 9/11 attacks.
(Mon., 3:30, RR2 and Wed., 7:30, RR2)
• More illegal border crossers have died in rural Brooks County, Texas than anywhere else in the
U.S. As two families search for missing relatives, they meet “vigilante ranchers, humanitarian
activists, Border Patrol search and rescue teams, and others locked in a proxy version of the
national immigration debate” in Missing in Brooks County. (Mon., 7:00, RR1; Fri., July 16, 7:00,
RR1; and online)
• Nueve Sevillas (“Nine Sevilles”) plunges the viewer into the world of flamenco as it lyrically follows nine residents of Seville, Spain. (Mon., 7:00, WOH and Wed., 3:00, RR1)
• The Big Scary “S” Word explores the history of socialism in the U.S., an ideal that was perceived
positively in the early 20th century but is now a dirty word. (Tues., 3:30, RR2 and Fri., July 16,
7:30, RR2)
• Bread in the Bones takes the viewer on “an exploratory bread journey from France, Germany,
Bulgaria, and beyond to Vermont…to…Central Maine!” The interviewees include Railroad
Square co-founder Stu Silverstein. (Tues., 7:00, WOH; Thurs., 8:30, SDI; and Sun., July 18, 3:30,
RR2)
• The Loneliness of the Bones tells of an American woman who came to Tierra del Fuego, the inhospitable archipelago at the southern tip of South America, in the early 1960s, where she collected
plant specimens and bones of whales and dolphins for a museum. Hers is “a nearly forgotten
story from another time and another astonishing part of the world that few ever see.” (Wed.,
7:00, WOH and Fri., July 16, 3:30, RR2)
Except where otherwise noted, screenings take place between Saturday, July 10, and Thursday,
July 15. All times are p.m. The locations are Waterville Opera House (WOH), Skowhegan Drive-In
(SDI), and Railroad Square Cinemas 1 & 2 (RR1 and RR2). Railroad Square’s third and smallest theater will not be used during the festival.
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General Contractors

NEW ESTATE JEWELRY.

Tues - Sat
9-5

207-872-7542
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Winter Storage for Summer Vehicles

Belgrade Lakes

Marine & Storage, Inc.
207-495-2378

• www.belgradelakesmarine.com

366 Augusta Road, Route 27, Belgrade, ME

d

Macintosh and iOS
support, based in
Western Maine,
working onsite throughout Maine
If you have Macs, iOS devices, software or network problems,
websites you'd like built, or any ideas you would like to
implement using Macintosh computers, give me a call and
we can discuss if I can help...

207-578-0226 • www.michaelbreault.net
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WORLD CLASS BARBEQUE
SEAFOOD, PASTA, & VEGETARIAN ENTREES

207.622.8899
300 WATER STREET, AUGUSTA, MAINE

WWW.RIVERFRONTBBQ.COM
FULL SERVICE DINING ¥ CATERING ¥ BULK TAKE OUT
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Augusta’s finest upscale lounge featuring
fine wine , martinis, and over 100 brands
of beer from Germany to Japan
Thursday thru Saturday 3:00pm until Midnight,
Above the Riverfront Barbeque & Grille
at 300 Water Street

207.620.9200

Visit the Businesses
on Marina Drive

sadiesboathouse@hotmail.com

• 207-495-4045 •
Like us on Facebook!

Call for Hours

•
•
•
•

New Construction
Additions
Dock Installations
Jacking

207-495-9009
www.gandlcontractingmaine.com

Lift Services
Serving: Great and Long
Pond, Messalonskee, and
Cobbossee

ce
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F. A. Rizzo Appraisal Company

The Luckiest Boy

Frank Rizzo

by Rod Johnson

Consultant/Appraiser

Real Estate Appraisal
& Planning
Certified Residential cr709

tel. (207) 495-3365
cell (207) 458-4916
farizzo@roadrunner.com

BOOKS, PUZZLES, TOYS, GAMES
A store for children of all ages,
the young and the young at heart.

Open Monday 12 to 5 • Tues. – Sat. 9 to 5
52 Main St. Waterville 872-4543

Wednesday - Friday:
10 am - 6 pm
Saturday: 10 am - 4 pm
Sunday: 10 am - 3 pm

207-707-2123
www.oliverandfriendsbookshop.com
87 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes Village

ACME LAND SURVEYING, LLC
Professional Land Surveyors – Professional Foresters
Property Surveyors, Subdivisions, Topographic Surveys, MLIs,
Elevation Certificates/LOMAs, ALTA/ACS Surveys,
Deed Research, Wetland Delineation, Forest Management

108 Fairbanks Rd., Suite 5
Farmington, ME 04938
Website: www.acmelandsurveying.com

Tel. (207) 778-4081
Toll Free (800) 778-4081
Email: info@acmelandsurveying.com

Don’t miss the boat. Sign up
and advertise in
Summertime in the Belgrades
.

Call 495-3777

up, no matter how you slice it and dice it, we
homo sapiens do, and always have created
waste—more now than ever. Our piles of cast offs
are ever present at what we now call “landfills”,
sometimes “sanitary landfills”, or in some cases
our junk is waiting at the “transfer station” for a
truck ride to a bigger pile somewhere else.
The word DUMP is still used by some folks,
and rightly so. In the 1950’s, 60’s and 70’s the
Belgrade town dump was on the Chandler Road,
as some of you may recall. The property was
owned by the Damren family until the 70’s when
the Day family bought it. The town paid a fee to
the landowners to have the dump there. The
dump was open 24/7 in the earlier years, but as
time went on, hours were established and the
dump was “tended”. Our dump guy, no offense
intended, was Old Phil as we called him. Phil was
a gentle bear of sorts, once the road commissioner of Belgrade in the 1950’s, but his age and
health precluded him from doing any heavy
labor now.
Old Phil would appear at the door of his shed
at the DUMP (actually an old rickety ice-fishing
shack) when you drove up into the yard. He
would slowly make his way over to your truck
and greet you, all the while perusing what you
had to drop off. The unspoken rule was that Phil
had first “pickin’ rights” to any and all items at
the dump, though he had a few friends from
other towns that might come to visit and perhaps
take a look at the goodies available. It was above
our pay grade to know what deal Phil had made
with them.

Y

On really hot summer days when hauling lobster innards from the Colby College clambakes on
the shore of Great Pond, or perhaps a load of
brush from someone’s camp, we would stop at
Day’s store enroute to the DUMP and pick up two
16 ounce bottles of ice cold Narragansett beer for
Old Phil. When he approached our beat-up old
Ford pickup, his bright red cheeks and 5 days of
gray whiskers were glistening with sweat, and the
Red Top snuff was ever present around the corners of his mouth. We proudly presented Old Phil
with the 2 Narragansetts (he called them Nasty
Gansetts) and he would crack a smile as genuine
as they come. He would then stuff one of the bottles in the back pocket of his old coveralls, then
pop the top off the other with his jack knife. Two
long, long swallows with his head back and bottle
tipped to the sky would lead to a grand belch, and
then he’d say, “Jesus boys, that was some tasty, go
ahead and put your stuff right over there.” We
would, and as we were driving out with a hand
wave to Old Phil, he would be popping the top of
number two brew!
Sidebar: You might wonder why teenage boys were
quite so generous to an old man. In fairness, Phil was
good to us in several ways. About every month or two,
depending on need, the town hired Reggy Hammond or
Bill Pray to bring their dozer up and push back the
dump, which cascaded into the old gravel pit out back
of it. During this process Phil let us boys bring our 22’s
down and shoot rats as they scurried about during the
push back. In those days, no separation of items took
place. Everything from unbagged household garbage to
an old junk car all went down over the bank.

...Continued from page 4

Riverwalk, Waterville.

10 am, Belgrade Public Library, Depot Road, Belgrade.
Tuesday 7/13 - Book Group featuring the Community
Read book, The Overstory by Richard Powers, 10:30 am,
register at 495-3508 or Library@TownofBelgrade.com,
Belgrade Public Library, Depot Street, Belgrade Depot.
Wednesday 7/14 and every Wednesday - Skowhegan
Farmers’ Market, 3-6 pm, Somerset Gristmill parking lot,
downtown Skowhegan.
Wednesday 7/14 - 7 Lakes Alliance Geology Hike with
Mel Croft, 11 am, register at , www.7LakesAlliance.org
495-6039, French Mountain, WatsonPond Road, Rome.
Wednesday 7/14 and every Wednesday - Weekly CruiseIn, 377-5550, 5-8 pm, live music, 50/50 raffle, food and
ice cream specials, Fast Eddie’s, Route 202, Winthrop.
Wednesday 7/14 and every Wednesday - Weekly CruiseIn, 645-2145, 5:30-7:30 pm, Dutch Treat, Route 2, Wilton.

Thu - Fri 7am - 4pm,
Sat 8am - 2pm

engine5bakehouse.com
https://www.facebook.com/engine5bakehouse

Old Phil and
the Old Dump

Wednesday 7/14 and every Wednesday in July - Music
at the Gazebo, concerts by area youth, 7 pm,
Meetinghouse Park, downtown Farmington.
Thursday 7/15 and every Thursday - Downtown
Waterville Farmers Market, 3-7 pm, Head of Falls and

Thursday 7/15 and every Thursday - Outdoor Storytime
495-3508, 11 am, Belgrade Public Library, Depot Road,
Belgrade.
Thursday 7/15 and every Thursday - Gardiner Classic Car
Cruise-In, 592-7019, 3-7 pm, music, demonstrations, giveaways, 50/50, , local foods, www.gardinermainstreet.org,
Waterfront Park.
Thursday 7/15 and every Thursday - Art in the Park, new
theme every week, 7/15 - Make a Cairn, 3-5 pm, Head of
Falls, Waterville.
Thursday 7/15 and every Thursday - Waterville Farmers’
Market, 2-6 pm, Head of Falls, Front Street, Waterville.
Thursday 7/15 and every Thursday - Music on the Village
Green hosted by Chris Poulson, 6:30-8 pm, 7/15 - The
Cowboy Angels, Route 27, Belgrade Lakes.
Thursday 7/15 and every Thursday through 8/26 Oakland Waterfront Park free concerts, 6-8 pm, 7/15 - Eric
Lunt, Waterfront Park, Old Belgrade Road, Oakland.
Thursday 7/15 through Sunday 7/18 and July 21 through
24 - Bullshot Grummond, 474-7876, Lakewood Summer
Theater, Route 201, Madison.
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Dining

Mount Vernon
•Old Post Office Café , fresh-baked goods and quiches,
Augusta
omelets, homemade soups, specialty sandwiches and salads,
• Riverfront Barbeque & Grille and Gin Mill Lounge, world
class barbeque, seafood, pasta and vegetarian entrees, full serv- 293-4978
Waterville
ice dining, catering, bulk take out, 300 Water Street, Augusta,
•Engine 5 Bakehouse, fresh, from-scratch baked goods
www.riverfrontbbq.com, 622-8899
including pies, cookies, bars, and gluten free items, take-out
only , 140 Western Ave, Waterville, engine5bakehouse.com,
Belgrade
• H.J Blake's for Goodness Sake's, fresh, homemade, tasty take 616-3772
• Pete's Pig, barbecue, catering, carry out, limited dining, 35
out, signature lobster rolls, hot dogs, burgers, scenic outdoor
Water Street, Waterville, www.petespig.com, 616-0969
seating, 945 West Road, Belgrade, 462-2280
• Sadie's Boathouse Restaurant at Great Pond Marine, hearty
contemporary American fare, 25 Marina Drive, Belgrade Lakes,
495-4045, 242-1273
• Winterberry Farm Café, homemade treats, pie, cookies, granola bars, grilled organic cheese sandwiches, veggies, drinks,
538 Augusta Rd, (Route 27), Belgrade, 649-3331

Oakland - Wines & Spirits
• Tree Spirits, tasting room for award winning wines and spirits
made from local apples, pears and maple syrup, tours available,
152 Fairfield Street, Oakland,
www.treespiritsofmaine.com, 861-2723 or 465-3007

Notebook

Friends of Cobbossee Annual
Cocktail Party and Auction

• Save the Date! The Friends of the Cobbossee
Watershed Annual Cocktail Party & Auction will
Maine Artisan Bread Fair
be on Thursday, August 26 at the YMCA Camp of
in Skowhegan July 31
Maine in Winthrop. It's the Friends 20th
• Sponsored by the Maine Grain Alliance for the Anniversary! www.watershedfriends.com
past ten years, the Maine Artisan Bread Fair is
dedicated solely to real bread and everything
East Pond Annual Meeting
associated with it, it is held in the popular and • The East Pond Annual Meeting will be on
convenient Skowhegan Fairgrounds and it is free. Saturday, July 17 at 10 am via zoom. Whitney
Scheduled for Saturday, July 31, 9 am-3 pm, the King of Colby College and Danielle Wain of 7
bread fair offers workshops, demos, over 60 ven- Lakes Alliance will report on the current East
dors, cooking ware, books, live music and access Pond scientific findings. Activities and programs
to advice from professional bakers. Delicious will be updated. Email randie martin@me.com
breads and pastries, handmade pizza baked in for the link.
wood-fired ovens and many Maine food products will be available to sample and purchase.
Student Film and Video Winners
272-6844
• The Maine Film Center announces the award

Historical Society Quilt Show
July 10 and 11
• The Fairfield Historical Society is hosting a
quilt show on Saturday, July 10 and Sunday, July
11 from 11 am to 5 pm each day. The quilts will be
on display at the Victor Grange Hall in Fairfield
Center - 144 Oakland Road. There will be antique
quilts, new quilts, friendship quilts, a postage
stamp quilt and many more types of quilts.
Suggested donation is $5. The Victor Grange will
have lunches and snacks for sale. 453-2833

winners for the 43rd Maine Student Film & Video
Festival. The Festival received submissions from
K-12 students from around the state. The selected
short films reflect the skill of young Maine filmmakers and the invaluable support they receive
from their teachers, parents and communities. A
ceremony celebrating the students' achievements
will be held during the Maine International Film
Festival on July 17 at 12:30 pm at Railroad Square
Cinema in Waterville. The event is free and open
to the public. Masks will be mandatory for all
attendees of the event.

Specializing In

CAMP JACKING AND LEVELING
John Webster
32 Webster Way
Belgrade, ME 04917

Sill Replacement
Retaining Walls

(207) 495-2965
35+ Years Experience

Lakeside Cottage Rentals

Exclusive Lakeside Rentals in the
Belgrade Lakes Region

(207) 815-1411
www.LCRentals.com
Waterfront Property Owners
We offer full service rental management
services. Please call if you are interested in
having us manage your home.

Professional service with
exceptional results.
I am committed to
“Caring for the ones who cared for us”

making buying and
selling real estate a posAmy Bernatchez
Broker

In - Home Nursing • Personal Care Services • Homemakers
• Emergency Response Systems • Transportation Services
STATE REGISTERED PERSONAL CARE
AND HOMEMAKER AGENCY

465-3249

www.Maine-lyElderCare.com

28 Center St., Oakland, Me 04963

denise@Maine-lyElderCare.com

207-314-2353

itive experience for you!
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Business Directory
ANTIQUES
Hathaway Mill Antiques, Multi-Dealer Emporium,
10 Water Street, Waterville, 877-0250,
www.hathawaymillantiques.com
APPLE ORCHARDS
The Apple Farm, 104 Back Road, Fairfield,
453-7656, www.applefarm.us
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN
LakeHouse Design, Build, Renovate, 17 Birchwood
Road, Augusta, 242-3663.
www.lakehousedesignbuildmaine.com houzz
ARTS
Waterville Creates, 10 Water Street, Suite 106,
Waterville, 616-0292, www.watervillecreates.org
AUTOMOBILE STORAGE
Belgrade Lakes Marine and Storage, Inc, 366 Augusta
Road, Belgrade, (Rte. 27), 495-2378,
www.belgradelakesmarine.com
BANKING
Maine State Credit Union 200 Capitol Street, Augusta,
623-1851, www.mainestatecu.org
Skowhegan Savings Bank, 450 Civic Center Drive,
Route 27, Augusta, 1-800-303-9511,
623-2300, www.skowsavings.com
BEVERAGES
Tree Spirits, 152 Fairfield Street (Rte. 23), Oakland,
861-2723 or 465-3007, www.treespiritsofmaine.com
BOAT COVERS
Covers It All Upholstery, 1042 Kennedy Memorial Dr,
Oakland, 465-7847,
www.coversitallupholstery.com
BOAT LIFTS
Hammond Lumber Company, at 21 locations: Auburn,
Bangor, Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill,
Boothbay Harbor, Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais,
Camden, Cherryfield, Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield,
Farmington, Greenville, Machias, Portland, Rockland,
Skowhegan, 1-866-HAMMOND,
www.hammondlumber.com
BOAT MOORINGS
Great Pond Marina. 25 Marina Drive, (off Rte. 27),
Belgrade Lakes, 495-2213, www.greatpondmarina.com
BOAT RENTALS
Great Pond Marina, 25 Marina Drive, (off Rte. 27),
Belgrade Lakes, 495-2213, www.greatpondmarina.com
BOAT SALES AND SERVICES
Mid-Maine Marine, 885 Kennedy Memorial Drive,
Oakland, 465-2146, www.midmainemarine.com

BOAT STORAGE
Belgrade Lakes Marine and Storage, Inc, 366 Augusta
Road, Belgrade, 495-2378,
www.belgradelakesmarine.com
Great Pond Marina, 25 Marina Drive, (off Rte. 27),
Belgrade Lakes, 495-2213,
www.greatpondmarina.com
Mid-Maine Marine, 885 Kennedy Memorial Drive,
Oakland, 465-2146, www.midmainemarine.com
BOOKS
Children’s Book Cellar, 52 Main Street, Waterville,
872-4543, www.facebook.com/ChildrensBook Cellar/
Oliver and Friends, Bookshop and Reading Room, 87
Main Street, Belgrade Lakes, 707-2123
BUILDERS
G&L Contracting, 116 Lakeshore Drive, Belgrade Lakes,
215-7951, 495-2325, 233-7408,
gandlcontractingmaine.com
LakeHouse Design, Build, Renovations, 17 Birchwood
Road, Augusta, 242-3663. 512-8161
https://www.houzz.com/pro/contact7917/lakehouse-designbuild
BUILDING MATERIALS
Hammond Lumber Company, at 21 locations: Auburn,
Bangor, Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill,
Boothbay Harbor, Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais,
Camden, Cherryfield, Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield,
Farmington, Greenville, Machias, Portland, Rockland,
Skowhegan, 1-866-HAMMOND,
www.hammondlumber.com
CAMP JACKING AND LEVELING
John Webster, 32 Webster Way, Belgrade,
495-2965
CIVIL ENGINEERS
Thayer Engineering septic design, storm water mitigation, permitting, 17 Hasson Street, Farmingdale,
582-7762, www.thayereng.com
COMPUTER CONSULTANTS
Macintosh Solutions, Michael Breault, 24 Welch Road,
Wilton, cell 578-0226, www.michaelbreault.net
DINING
See Directory on page 11
DOCKS
G&L Contracting, installation only, 116 Lakeshore
Drive, Belgrade Lakes, 495-2325, 215-7951, 233-7408,
gandlcontractingmaine.com
Hammond Lumber Company, at 21 locations: Auburn,
Bangor, Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill,
Boothbay Harbor, Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais,
Camden, Cherryfield, Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield,
Farmington, Greenville, Machias, Portland, Rockland,
Skowhegan, 1-866-HAMMOND,
www.hammondlumber.com

ELDER CARE
Maine-ly Elder Care, 28 Center Street, Oakland,
465-3249, www.maine-lyeldercare.com
EXCAVATING
David Stevens, P0 Box 146, Belgrade, 465-3815,
cell 314-0314
EYE CARE
Eye Care of Maine, 325 E. Kennedy Memorial Drive,
Waterville, 873-2731, 1-800-660-3403, www.Maine2020.com
FARMSTANDS
Winterberry Farm, 538 Augusta Road, (Rte. 27),
Belgrade, 649-3331,
www.winterberryfarmstand.com
FINANCIAL PLANNING
Golden Pond Wealth Management, 129 Silver Street,
Waterville, 873-2200, www.goldenpondwealth.com
FILMS
Maine International Film Festival, July 7-16,
Skowhegan Drive-In Theater, 201 Waterville Road (Rte.
201), Skowhegan, ticket reservations - 861-8138, miff.org
FIREWOOD
J & M Logging, Inc. 853 Civic Center Drive, Augusta,
622-6353, www.jmlogginginc.com
FLOORING
Hammond Lumber Company, at 21 locations: Auburn,
Bangor, Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill,
Boothbay Harbor, Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais,
Camden, Cherryfield, Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield,
Farmington, Greenville, Machias, Portland, Rockland,
Skowhegan, 1-866-HAMMOND,
www.hammondlumber.com
GENERAL CONTRACTORS
LakeHouse Design, Build, Renovations, 17 Birchwood
Road, Augusta, 242-3663. 512-8161
https://www.houzz.com/pro/contact7917/lakehouse-designbuild
GENERATORS
Generators of Maine, 262 Augusta Road (Rte. 27),
Belgrade, 495-2285, www.generatorsofmaine.com
HARDSCAPES
LakeHouse Design, Build, Renovations, 17 Birchwood
Road, Augusta, 242-3663. 512-8161
https://www.houzz.com/pro/contact7917/lakehouse-designbuild
HOME CARE
Maine-ly Elder Care, 28 Center Street, Oakland,
465-3249, www.maine-lyeldercare.com
JEWELRY
L.Tardif Jeweler, 62 Main St., Waterville,
872-7542, ltardifjewelers.com
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KITCHENS
Hammond Lumber Company, at 21 locations: Auburn,
Bangor, Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill,
Boothbay Harbor, Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais,
Camden, Cherryfield, Damariscotta, Ellsworth, Fairfield,
Farmington, Greenville, Machias, Portland, Rockland,
Skowhegan, 1-866-HAMMOND,
www.hammondlumber.com
LAKE ASSOCIATIONS
Belgrade Lakes Association (BLA), Long Pond and
Great Pond, PO Box 551, 137 Main Street, Belgrade
Lakes, 512-5150, belgradelakesassociation.org
LAND AND LAKE CONSERVATION
7 Lakes Alliance, PO Box 250, 137 Main Street, Belgrade
Lakes, 931-7710, www.7lakesalliance.org
LANDSCAPING
G&L Contracting, Belgrade Lakes, 215-7951,
495-2325, 233-7408, gandlcontractingmaine.com
Lynch Landscaping, 78 Maple Street, Norridgewock,
474-2420, 405-0880, www.lynchlandscaping.com
PHYSICAL THERAPY
Dockside Physical Therapy, 47 Main Street, Belgrade
Lakes, 495-3195, 512-2544, Fax 512-2545
PIANO ENJOYMENT
Diane Gorman, 191B Bartlett Road, Belgrade, 495-3222
Gorman3366@roadrunner.com"
REAL ESTATE APPRAISALS AND
PLANNING
F.A. Rizzo Appraisal Company, Consultant/Appraiser,
Real Estate Appraisal & Planning, 495-3365, 458-4916
(cell), farizzo@roadrunner.com,
REALTORS
Coldwell Banker Plourde Real Estate, 143 Silver Street,
Waterville, 660-4001, 872-7650,
www.coldwellbanker.com
Ellen Wells, Coldwell Banker Plourde Real Estate,
649-1471
LakeHome Group, 75 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes,
495-2500, www.lakehomegroup.com
Lakepoint Real Estate, 221 Main Street, Belgrade Lakes,
495-3700, www.belgradelakepoint.com
Gail Rizzo, Lakepoint Real Estate, 242-8199,
gail@gailrizzo.com
Pat Donahue, Lakepoint Real Estate, 730-2331,
pldcamp@msn.com
Stephanie Yeaton, Lakepoint Real Estate, 495-4046,
592-5577, stephanie@belgradelakepoint.com
Trisha Cheney, Lakepoint Real Estate, 716-6494,
trisha@belgradelakepoint.com
Amy Bernatchez, Lakepoint Real Estate, 314-2353,
amy@belgradelakepoint.com
Sprague & Curtis Real Estate, 75 Western Avenue,
Augusta, 623-1123, www.spragueandcurtis.com

The Dams Keeper Report

W

ell, we can throw out the long-term forecast
that the Dams Committee has been following for the past few years as we are obviously back
to more normal summertime afternoon showers –
and the occasional downburst, wind shear or
whatever the meteorologists ultimately come up
with for this historic Village weather event! I was
in the Village when this debacle hit and was
stranded down in Hulin Road due to a large three
foot pine tree that took down the power lines, a
neighbor’s SUV and of course, blocked the road.
Thanks to CMP and associate contractors, the road
was unbelievably cleared later that evening.
Looking across Mill Stream, I saw all of the fire
trucks and emergency vehicles up at OUR Village
Dam so, as the road was blocked, I walked up in
the pouring rain to see the fire and rescue crews
from Belgrade, Augusta and neighboring communities working on clearing the live wires and
debris. What-ever we’re paying these folks ain’t
enough! They are incredibly dedicated and hardworking people.
Even with the aforementioned afternoon
showers, our water levels are still going down
but not as drastically as we have seen lately.

Looking North from the Village Dam

Salmon/McGrath reported in this afterrnoon that
they are still 2.6" below full pond with their one
gate opened just enough for the mandated 1cfs.
Our neighbors on Messalonskee are now down 5.4”
below full pond with their gates now closed. Long
Pond is presently 1.44” below full with Great Pond
once again holding their own, right at full pond.
As I pen this week’s issue, we are forecasted to
have 1.07” of precipitation over the next ten days,
which if we get it, will still be somewhat of a relief.
But with such an unsettled forecast, 1.07” of precipitation is a paltry excuse for all of this basically, bad
weather!
Enjoy the family, your vacation and please, stay
safe!
Dick Greenan
Chairman, Belgrade Lakes Watershed Dams
Committee

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE AND
TRAILER STORAGE
Belgrade Lakes Marine and Storage, Inc, 366 Augusta
Road (Rte. 27), , Belgrade, 495-2378,
www.belgradelakesmarine.com

SURVEYING
Acme Land Surveying, 108 Fairbanks Road, Suite 5,
Farmington, 778-408, 1800-778-408,
www.acmelandsurveying.com

RESERVATIONS
Belgrade Vacation Rentals, lakeside camp and cottage
rentals throughout the area long and short stays many
size accomodations ad rates, 1-800-760-1503,
www.belgradevacationrentals.com
Lakeside Cottage Rentals, featuring over 70 private
homes, 24/7 customer-friendly service, 25 Marina Drive,
Belgrade Lakes, 592-5577 or 495-4046, www.lcrentals.com

WINDOWS
Hammond Lumber Company, at 21 locations: Auburn,
Bangor, Bar Harbor, Belfast, Belgrade, Blue Hill,
Boothbay Harbor, Brunswick, Bucksport, Calais,
Camden, Cherryfield, Damariscotta, Ellsworth,
Fairfield, Farmington, Greenville, Machias, Portland,
Rockland, Skowhegan, 1-866-HAMMOND,
www.hammondlumber.com

RESTAURANTS
See Dining Directory on page 11

WINE AND SPIRITS
Tree Spirits, 152 Fairfield Street, Route 23, Oakland,
861-2723 or 465-3007,
www.treespiritsofmaine.com

RETIREMENT COMMUNITIES
Granite Hill Estates, 60 Balsam Drive, Hallowell,
626-7786, 1-888-321-1119, www.granitehillestates.com
SCHOOLS
St. Michael School, grades pre-K 3-year-old through
8th, 56 Sewell Street, Augusta, 623-3491,
www.smsmaine.org
SECURITY SYSTEMS
Cayer Security Services, Inc, 208 College Avenue,
Waterville, 453-9177,
www.cayersecurity.com

Changes?
Updates?
New contact information?
Please let us know...
mo.breault@gmail.com
or sumbelnews@gmail.com
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The Quotable Moose
by Martha F. Barkley

A

Contemporary Maine Reader is edited by Wesley
McNair, our local poet from Mercer, Maine near
Farmington. He has presented several times at our
Belgrade Library. One time was extra special because
McNair was here to celebrate the opening of our new
building. In 2020, he gave many books to our library's
new poetry section in memory of and to honor Kati
Sutton who loved poetry.
This Quotable Moose wearing eye glasses on the
amusing purple and brown cover is one of those many
donations. It is a collection of many of your favorite
Maine writers, some poets and some not. "Of Moose
and a Moose Hunter" is by Franklin Burroughs, a
favorite of mine. Burroughs was given a special South
Carolina Writers Award in 2012, compared to Henry
David Thoreau in the Academy of the Arts category for
essays. He lives near Bowdoin College where he
retired from several years ago and writes to me about
Maine scenes out every window.
"In 1980, for the first time in forty-five years, Maine
declared an open season on moose. Given the nature of
the animal, this was bound to be a controversial decision...When the votes were counted and the attempt to
repeal the moose season had been defeated, I doubted that much had been
lost, in any practical way. The hunt was to last only a week, and only a
thousand hunters, their names selected by lottery, would receive permits
each year...Hunter success ran close to 90 percent in that first year, and has
been just as high in the years that followed..."
Moose remained untrained by shootings that occurred for one week in
Maine, according to this essay. Moose remained their shy and unsmart

Let’s Make Moves Together.
(207) 623-1123
75 Western Ave., Augusta ME

AUGUSTA- To be built on 2.17 acre lot or similar can be built on lots D2, D3 or D4 Common ROW to
Togus Pond this contemporary ranch has 3 BR, 2 BA w/a spacious open living area. Custom kitchen
w/granite counter tops & plenty of cabinets. Owner's suite w/full BA & walk in closet. Additional 2 BR.
Attached 2 car garage. Dock installed & ready for you to enjoy. MLS #1497719 $359,900

MANCHESTER-Beautiful Colonial in quiet location near conservation land. Classic 1969 Cape features true character w/nice updates
including a modern kitchen. Hardwood floors throughout. Enter into the FR w/fireplace & built-ins, kitchen to the left or large screened
porch/yard straight ahead. The kitchen features a breakfast nook, light cherry cabinets, island & formal DR. A double LR lets in lots of
light & offers a 2nd fireplace. Nice updated _ BA on 1st floor & 2 full BA up. 4 BR upstairs. Primary BR w/small BA w/double closets.
Downstairs also has a finished workshop/office w/separate entrance. 1.96 of well landscaped yard. Exterior of home just freshly painted;
chimney & brick steps repointed. MLS #1497138 $375,000

AUGUSTA-Delightful and unique, 2nd floor, 3-4 BR, 3 BA, multi-level, west side Augusta condominium. Spacious yet cozy, and
casual with a stylish flair. Open and airy, vaulted ceilings, skylights, lovely views. Extremely livable, flexible, and room to get
away. 2 BR (master) and 2 BA, kitchen, DR, LR & an enclosed deck w/screens/winter panels on the 1st floor; on the upper level
a loft FR, BA, 2 other rooms (BR, den, office), full storage room. Situated in a lovely 14 unit bldg. Wonderful neighborhood, conveniently located just minutes from shopping, the State House and I-95. A very special condominium. Affordable and easy to
maintain. MLS #1497976 $199,900

selves, standing in roads and highways like a big
boulder and unmoving.
The moose hunting stories are difficult to
read, but true, unfortunately. Maybe try other
favorite writers that McNair highlights in this collection. I dipped into Bill Roorbach's "Into the
Woods" and Cathie Pelletier's "Civil Defense", and
Monica Wood's sensitive "Wish", and Carolyn
Chute's shocking "The Other Maine"...
"I have a dream. Not like Martin Luther King
had a dream. Not that kind of dream. What I've
been having is more like a nightmare. It is always
good to wake up and see that it hasn't happened
yet...Broken snowmobiles. Car parts. Plastic toys
strewn around...Bring back humanity. What did we
do with them? Where did we put them all? All
those lawbreakers who broke the codes! Find them!
They were beautiful."
Tourists in Maine went away for trips abroad
to see the real humanity in Carolyn Chute's nightmare, not a dream. This summer, 2021, we are ALL
back in Maine enjoying every virus free moment we
can savor in this beautiful place. Check out some of
Wes McNair's compilations of Maine authors and enjoy local color on the
page of one of his many titles at the Belgrade Public Library.
Two of Monica Wood's books have been part of the Belgrade Library
book discussions in summers gone by and she has even presented twice in
Belgrade. Aren't we the lucky readers? Some have even enjoyed her writing classes in Portland, not far away. "One-in-a-Milion Boy" was a truly fascinating novel about a brave elderly lady who mentored an extraordinary
boy on a bicycle. "We were the Kennedy's: a memoir" was a wonderful
Mexico, Maine story of a quirky Catholic priest uncle and mill town trauma. Yes, JFK time period, if you were wondering.
Read them both, great reads. Not my opinion alone. Everyone in both
book discussions soaked up Monica Wood's wonderful writing.
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Real Estate Update

A Good Time To Sell
The Family Compound

T

oo crowded, too controversial, too uncomfortable, too
changed...and maybe too confusing to make decisions.
Family properties, camps, compounds are a significant ownership
arrangement when it comes to vacation and second homes and they
were ideal when the investment began.
But when families expand, when additional property isn't an option,
when generations can't agree and when it's a seller's market as it is
today, it's a good time to talk over the option of selling.
Talk it over especially with an area real estate representative. They
know the area; they know about family camps and compounds.

....Continued from page 2

throughout the festival.
The final group of shorts has no unifying theme other than that all come
from outside Maine and some from outside the U.S. Collectively, the nine
films tell the stories of a Haitian drummer, a Nepalese family, a Sudanese
cotton farmer, and a Turkish gravedigger, among others. Running nearly
24 hours, the From Away Shorts can be seen Sunday, July 11, at 7:30 in
Railroad Square’s Cinema 2; Wednesday, July 14, at 3:30 in the same room;
as well as online.
Finally, this year’s festival will offer two “rediscoveries,” i.e. newly
restored classic films. According to the MIFF site, Russian director Andrei
Tarkovsky’s The Mirror (1975) is “a sublime reflection on 20th century
Russian history…In a richly textured collage of varying film stocks and
newsreel footage, the recollections of a dying poet flash before our eyes,
dreams mingling with scenes of childhood, wartime, and marriage, all
imbued with the mystic power of a trance.” Accompanying the film will be
a new documentary, The Dream in the Mirror, about the making of
Tarkovsky’s epic. The Mirror and its companion film will be shown Sunday,

Kansas City
July 11, at 7:00 in Railroad Square’s Cinema 1 and again Thursday, July 15,
at 3:30 in Cinema 2.
The second “rediscovery” will be more familiar to local audiences.
Director Robert Altman’s award-winning Kansas City (1996) is set in a
1930’s jazz club the eponymous town. When a petty thief is captured by a
local gangster, the thief’s wife kidnaps the wife of a local politician to
induce said politician to use his influence to free her husband. The jazz
soundtrack will keep the joint jumping, and the ensemble cast includes
Hollywood hotshots Miranda Richardson, Harry Belafonte, Jennifer Jason
Leigh, Steve Buscemi, and Michael Murphy, who won MIFF’s Mid-Life
Achievement Award in 2015 and who will introduce the screenings. The
movie will be shown Wednesday at 7:00 in Railroad Square’s Cinema 1 and
two days later in the same room at 3:00.
One can find full descriptions for all the festival’s films and previews for
some at www.miff.org. On the website, one can also buy festival passes and
advance tickets to individual screenings. A non-trans-fer-able Full Festival
Pass costs $150 and will admit the buyer to all in-person, drive-in, and virtual screenings. One can also buy a Partial Pass, which costs $95 and is
good for ten admissions, one or two per screening, for any festival event.
Tickets to individual screenings cost $10 per person, except for the opening
and closing night films, which cost $12.
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… Serving the Central Maine Lakes & Kennebec River Corridor

A Resident-Centered Lifestyle in a
Classic Maine Village
Our campus offers the privacy of your own cottage or apartment
with all the benefits and amenities of a full-service community!
Best of all, there is always a helping hand, should the need arise.

Count on us:
• Exceptional quality of care
• Fabulous dining options
• Engaging & safe social programs
• Beautiful surroundings

Schedule a personal visit call:

207.626.7786
Cottage Homes, Independent Living,
Assisted Living & Memory Care
60 Balsam Drive | Hallowell, ME | GraniteHillEstates.com

